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a.Contentions The reactions to the deadly
shooting in Dallas of an anti-white

separatist gunman and two subsequent
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proving that these issues can’t be simply
relegated to the confines of the political

arena. The major broadcast news networks
have carefully reported on the context of

the shootings and the issues that they
raise, but have otherwise ignored them.

This is of course all understandable: These
mass killings, like the ones we’ve seen in
Norway and in Nairobi, are events with
horror enough to keep coverage very

focused on the immediate violence. But
any successful politics on race and any
effective public education about white

supremacy involves exposing those who
promote racist ideas to the level of their

own self-assessment. Democrats
particularly have a responsibility to stand
up against the far right, and that duty has
particularly been compounded by the fact

that the most prominent white supremacist
in the U.S. is a Democrat who cannot seem
to win a general election without the help
of a super PAC. To begin to do that, it is
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important that the well-publicized call for a
moratorium on political discussion of race
in America takes on new life and meaning.
Progressives need to pause and reflect for

a moment about the damage they are
doing by keeping alive the idea that whites

can have a legitimate reason to believe
that race-based remedies to racial

inequities are the only legitimate solutions.
When a prominent Democrat urges the

NAACP and Black Lives Matter to “quietly
disappear” and to “get out of the way,” it

is, at the least, worth asking about what he
believes the race-focused organization did
that was wrong. So for those in the media
and elsewhere who have been affirming
the idea that white supremacy is both
nonsensical and a crime, and that race

relations would be better without that color-
based thinking, perhaps it would be worth

stopping and pausing. It is not as if this
pattern has not been visible to anyone over

the course of this year. Trump ran for
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president, stoking the flames of white
resentment throughout his candidacy and
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